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An Adnominal Modification of “no” and “na”

AN S A
Miyoko Kyoya

Abstract:

The proper use of "no" and "na" as an adnominal modification is generally determined by the part of

speech of the modifying element. However, both may be possible and sometimes finding a clear

difference in meanings between the two is not easy. There is some element of freedom in deciding

which one to use.

More recently, we can see an increase in the productive usage of modification using "na" such as

"otona-na jikan" (adult time) and "kyaria-na hito" (career person). This is likely because the original

nouns are given "context."
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