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Abstract:

The Regional Development Division of the Tochigi Prefectural Policy Department grants subsidies to

cities and towns in which the majority of the population is 55 years of age or older. This project, called

Sato-no- “Mori” , supports efforts made for the maintenance and renewal of regional communities.
Started in the 2011 fiscal year, the project supports communities selected from among 181 communities in

Tochigi Prefecture. Support is limited to two years, and a maximum of 2 million yen, with a subsidy rate

within 66%.

This paper provides a comparative analysis of 11 cases in Tochigi Prefecture, and focuses specifically

on verification of business effects. It is divided into the following three parts:

M A comparative analysis of eleven cases:

* Four cases from the 2011 fiscal plan (the Kaso district in Kanuma, the Dorobu district in Nikko,
the Sudou district in Motegi, and Oyamadakamigo in Nakagawa)

* Three cases from the 2012 fiscal plan (the Susagishimo district in Otawara, Ogisu in Nasukara-
suyama, and Momura in Nasushiobara)

* Three cases from the 2013 fiscal plan (the Yokomakura district in Nasukarasuyama, Higashigoya
in Shioya, and Kawamata in Nikko)

* One case from the 2014 fiscal plan (the Akiyama district in Sano)

B A case study of a project in the Akiyama district of Sano, with an overview of the 2014 fiscal plan,
details of regional cooperation between the district and Sano College, including the use of stu-

dents, and progress made in the project.

M Verification of business effects, and the identification of challenges for the future.

F—g—F:

/5 Al 42 (Charge of Regional Revitalization) 1 (11 ] #f1 35 ® 4z Bl (Development of Hilly and
Mountainous Areas ) I LRI OERE - F342 (Maintenance and Reproduction of Hilly and Mountainous
Areas) HLIfEHiHE A / ~X—2 a3~ (Innovation of Hilly and Mountainous Areas) (Lt Toid2E

(Starting a Business of Hilly and Mountainous Areas)
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