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Abstract:

In 2011, “foreign language activities” for fifth and sixth graders in elementary schools started in
Japan. Today, as society increasingly becomes globalized and borderless, we have more opportunities
than ever to use languages other than Japanese, especially English, as important communication mea-
sures in various situations.

Early education of foreign languages is vital for young generations, who are expected to play
important roles in the future, to communicate in foreign languages and deepen exchanges with people
from abroad.

At schools, though, many problems exist. One survey reveals that there are not enough teachers
who are capable of teaching English, or even they are, they have no confidence in their teaching abili-
ties. In such a situation where supply and demand for foreign language education is imbalanced, the
Elementary English Instructor’s Certificate Committee (or J-SHINE), specified non-profit organization,
provides the English instructor certification system aiming to “promote the spread and development of
English education at elementary schools.”

This paper will examine the situations of English education at Japanese elementary schools and the

efforts of J-SHINE as well as the problems and the development of English instructors.
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